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Ηράκλειο, 25 Οκτωβρίου 2013 

Ανακοίνωση: Συγκέντρωση υπογραφών από διακεκριµένους επιστήµονες της  αλλοδαπής σε 

επιστολή στήριξης του Πανεπιστηµίου Κρήτης 

Κατά την τελευταία Γενική Συνέλευση του Συλλόγου αποφασίστηκε να προχωρήσει το ∆.Σ. στη οργάνωση 

ενός International Petition για τη συγκέντρωση υπογραφών από διακεκριµένους επιστήµονες της  αλλοδαπής 

σε επιστολή στήριξης του Πανεπιστηµίου .  

 

Ο ιστότοπος του International Petition είναι  

Support to University of Crete 

http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/support-to-university-of-crete.html 

 

Καλούµε όλους τους συναδέλφους να συµβάλουν στη συλλογή υπογραφών υποστήριξης προς το 

Πανεπιστήµιο, στέλνοντας µήνυµα σε συναδέλφους Καθηγητές ή Ερευνητές στο εξωτερικό µε τους οποίους 

συνεργάζονται. Αν ο καθένας µας εξασφαλίσει την υποστήριξη από τρεις τουλάχιστον συναδέλφους, θα 

υπερκαλύψουµε το στόχο των 1000 υπογραφών.  

 

Το επεξηγηµατικό κείµενο [Petition Background (Preamble)], που µπορεί να χρησιµοποιηθεί και ως κείµενο 

επιστολής ή µηνύµατος προς τους συναδέλφους, και το κείµενο της έκκλησης [Petition] βρίσκονται 

παρακάτω.  

 

Απευθύνουµε την πρόσκληση για τη συγκέντρωση των υπογραφών σε όλους συναδέλφους του 

Πανεπιστηµίου, τόσο στο Ηράκλειο όσο και στο Ρέθυµνο, πιστεύοντας ότι όλοι θα συµφωνήσουν στην 

ανάγκη να πετύχουµε το µεγαλύτερο δυνατό αριθµό υπογραφών.   

Για το ∆.Σ. 

Ο Πρόεδρος, 

Καθηγητής Χάρης Κατερινόπουλος 

Ο Γραµµατέας, 

Καθηγητής Τάσος Φιλαλήθης 

 

Petition Background (Preamble):  

Under the latest austerity measures, the Greek Government has decided to suspend 1349 

administrative staff from 8 Universities, including 49 from the University of Crete. The University 

provided objective evidence that the staff are already working under severe strain: currently, 360 

staff members have to serve two campuses in two towns (Heraklion and Rethymnon), 5 Schools 

with 17 Departments, 494 Faculty Members, 18,756 undergraduate and 1,181 Masters students 

and 1,124 Doctoral candidates. Included in the 360 staff members are also lab technicians that 

support research activities in the UoC, as well as teaching assistants. Furthermore, the severe 

consequences on the professional performance of the staff that are threatened with suspension 

should be considered.  

As faculty of the University of Crete, we have tried every possible way to convince the 

Government to reconsider its decision. One more attempt is to ask you to sign the petition 

mentioned above, in an effort to rally international support to our cause. 

If you agree, please add your name to the petition, mentioning your title and the institution where 

you are affiliated. Also, please circulate it among colleagues in your institution. 



 

 

Petition: 

We have been informed that the Greek Government has decided to suspend 49 members of the 

administrative staff of the University of Crete (UoC). This decision follows a number of other 

measures that have already negatively affected the University over the last two years of austerity 

in Greece, in particular a freeze on all new appointments, both academic and administrative, an 

increase in the number of first year students in most Faculties and cuts in the regular budget.  

As academics in Universities across the world, we know, through our collaboration with the UoC, 

that it has achieved a very high degree of excellence in research and education, as evidenced by 

the ranking of the UoC in several international “league tables” and by the achievements of its 

graduates when they seek a career in academic and professional institutions outside Greece. The 

contribution of non-academic staff to these achievements should not be underestimated.  

International experience has shown that innovative research and a high standard of education, 

such as those that the UoC has achieved, are necessary tools for a country in crisis to achieve 

recovery and long term growth. We fear that the latest measures will severely affect the capacity 

of the University to fulfil its international obligations, its research projects and its teaching 

schedule. 

We appeal to the Government, even at the last minute, to reconsider the situation and recall its 

decision regarding staff suspensions. 

 

 


