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VECMAP® On-Tour 

? How do you monitor species distribution and abundance at various scales? 
? How do you plan spatial modelling? 
? How many tools and software packages do you use to do that? 
? How cost efficient is your field data collection?  
? How much economical value is lost due to delayed or inaccurate factual input when 

conducting a risk assessment? 
 
With these questions in mind, and more, VECMAP® on-tour workshops introduce you to a totally 
new and easy all-in-one way to map and model the distribution of disease vectors and indeed any 
other invasive or autochtonous species depending on the environment for its survival.  
 
During the workshop we will explore how VECMAP® can be an added value to you and will give you 
the chance to have a hands-on sneak-peak on VECMAP®Lite software. 
 
Moreover, you will get the free VECMAP®Lite software to further build your own working experience 
afterwards. 
 
At the workshop you will: 

1- Understand what VECMAP® is & its added value to your work 
2- Know how to gear VECMAP® to your specific needs 
3- Get hands-on training on spatial modelling using VECMAP®Lite 
4- Exchange your experiences about species mapping and the use of Spatial Decision Support 

Systems (SDSS) with the other participating specialists 
5- Get your own VECMAP® Lite free software package 

 

Just bring your fresh mind and laptop and be ready for the VECMAP® experience! 

 

VECMAP® Lite workshop outline 

 
09:00 – 09:30 Welcoming coffee and registration 

09:30 – 11:00 Tell us about your experience: we are here not 
only to talk but mainly to listen & act! 

Ice breaker 

11:00 – 12:00 VECMAP® presentation  Intro 

12:00 – 13:00 VECMAP®Lite demo by Demo 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 15:30 VECMAP®Lite training Hands-on training 

15:30 – 16:00 Wrap-up discussion on the way forward 
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Background 

 
The growth of world trade and international travel has opened up routes for disease vectors to reach 
new territories, such as the tiger mosquito worldwide. In addition, growing leisure time spent 
outdoors in the developed world, and travel to the tropics, means that there is more scope for 
people to come into contact with disease vectors. The spread of Lyme Disease is a well-known 
example. And, of course, global warming that is increasing the risk of the introduction of new 
pathogens in local or newly established vector populations. Such as bluetongue in ruminants, and 
chikungunya and zika virus in humans. 
 
This new threat to humans, animals and crops calls for management which is based on accurate risk 
assessment. However, mapping the presence of disease vectors in the wild is a complex multi-staged 
task. If it is not done right, the mapping may be very costly and/or fail to produce correct insights for 
management and policy. 
 

Whilst VECMAP® was originally developed to map and model vectors of disease, it can be 
used for any vector, host pathogen or other species depending on its environment for its 
survival, thus, expanding its application from medical and veterinary entomology to other 
fields such as epidemiology, biodiversity, agro-forestry etc. 

 
 
VECMAP® is a fully integrated system which replaces a range of free and paid-for software that 
typically carries out only part of the comprehensive workflow it contains. In addition, VECMAP® 
allows field-sampling campaigns to be optimised so that wasteful over-sampling is avoided, hence, 
fieldwork is less expensive and more efficient. 
 
VECMAP® is a ‘one-stop-shop’ system and service that supports all steps required to map and 
model, at various scales, the distribution of disease vectors, to plan surveillance & control programs, 
and manage the entire database. 
 
VECMAP® Lite, our free version of VECMAP®, is the perfect introduction to spatial modelling. It 
allows existing data sets to be ordered, queried and analysed, and contains the bulk of the spatial 
analysis and modelling steps of the VECMAP® workflow. 
 
VECMAP® & VECMAP® Lite can be used by a wide range of practitioners either on their own or 
supported by Avia-GIS experts who are acknowledged leaders in entomology, remote sensing and 
spatial modelling. 
 
 

” VECMAP® on-tour” is our new Avia-GIS initiative to organize introductory workshops 
hosted by institutions throughout Europe which are at the heart of the action. 
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