
SPANISH MARITIME HISTORY: A MARITIME LABOUR APPROACH (1501-
1936) 

The lecture proposes a voyage throughout seven centuries of Spanish Maritime History 
between, 1501 and 1936, focusing on the maritime labour.  Spain maintained, between 16th 
and 19th centuries a maritime empire, although the sea has never penetrated the character 
and substance of most of the Spanish population. While you can easily find information about 
naval warfare and geo-strategy, the role of Spanish merchant marine is far less known. 

We will stop in different crucial moments: Middle Ages (13th-15th centuries), the discovery of 
the New World and the organization and exploitation of the Spanish Empire (16th-18th 
centuries; the advent of the Bourbon dynasty (18th century); and specially the long 19th 
century and the transition from sail to steam (1834-1914). To end, I will draw the Spanish 
merchant marine between 1914 and 1936. 

I will point out the main features of this issue, with maritime labour as the guiding wire. At the 
same time, some general ideas about seafarers and the maritime industry will be proposed. 
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