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[epiAinyn ota Ayylka
"Higher Education Innovative pedagogies in Centres of Teaching and Learning: CTLs are neither
islands nor lighthouses"

Promoting Higher Education Pedagogical Innovation advances can only be successful when we realise that an
Innovation Centre, Centre of Teaching Excellence, Centre of Teaching and Learning alone can be neither an
island nor a lighthouse. Growth and transformation in terms of academics' situated praxis and educational
policy can be enhanced through both local bottom-up initiatives and glocal collaborations with wider
communities of learning and communities of practice. Investing on Local and Global Collaborative Learning
and synergies that take into account glocal competency, the Centre of Teaching and Learning, CTL TotT, at the
University of Crete organises synchronous peer-discussions promoting innovative pedagogies as well as
asynchronous open access courses that do not focus on deficit models of development (Kennedy, 2006). Being
open-minded to glocal paradigms of change and without aiming at homogenisation, we sought to create a
culture of openness that provides new understandings of our distinct situated praxes, contexts, and challenges,
allowing the voices of all academics to be heard without labelling them as either superior or inferior.
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