Re-evaluating Spartiate life: a grassroots perspective

My talk will examine the everyday lives of the adult male citizens of classical Sparta, the Spartiates,
approaching the subject from a new perspective that swims against the tide of previous approaches,
ancient and modern. Traditional approaches have typically viewed Spartiate life from the top down:
in antiquity from the perspective of Sparta’s legendary lawgiver Lykourgos: in recent scholarship
from that of the ‘Spartan state’. In contrast, I will attempt to view Spartiate life from the standpoint
of Spartan citizens. I will argue that their way of life was created through collective action,
including through pressure from poorer Spartiates. I will also argue against the standard view that
the Spartiates’ lives were closely controlled by the state. Instead, I will argue that Spartiate life was
comparatively unregulated and that the enforcement of social norms largely depended on informal
control by the citizens themselves. Finally, focusing on the diverse range of groups and gatherings

variegated; that multiplicity of these koinoniai led to a diffusion of centralised control; and that the
self-regulating character of many koinoniai provided citizens, especially wealthy ones, with scope
to shape and even to alter the character of Spartiate life.
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Director Emeritus of its Centre for Spartan and Peloponnesian Studies. He is author of multiple
studies on Spartan society and its modern reception, especially Property and Wealth in Classical
Sparta (2000). As co-organiser of the International Sparta Seminar, he has published several edited
volumes including Sparta: Comparative Approaches (2009) and Sparta in Modern Thought (2012).
He was also historical adviser to Kieron Gillen’s graphic novel Three (Image Comics 2014) set in
fourth-century Sparta. In 2010 he was awarded Honorary Citizenship of modern Sparti for his
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TiTAog opiAiag: Enavegeradovrag Tov ZnapTiaTtiko Bio: n onTiKA ano Ta KAT®

H opiAia 6a eEeTaosl TNV KABNUEPIVOTNTA TWV EVAAIKWV avOpwV NOAITOV TNG KAAOIKAG ZnapTng,
npooeyyifovrac To B€ya and pia véa ONTIKA ywvia nou €ival og avTiBeon Pe NponyoUUEVEG
Nnpooeyyioslg TOoo apxaiwv, 600 Kal oUyXpovwv ouyypa@ewv. O1 napadooiakeEG NPOOEYYITEIG
£X0UV TUNIKA dgl TN ZnapTiaTikn wn and ndvw npo¢ Ta KATw: oTnV apxdlioTnTa ano TNV ONTIKA
Tou BpuAikoU VOHOBETN TNG ZNApTnNG AUKOUPYOU, EVW OTIC NPOCMATEC MEAETEC ANO €KEivn ToU
«0onapTiaTikoU KpdaTtouc». AvTiBeTa, n opiAia Ba enixeiprosl va dsi T ZnapTiaTtikn {wn and Tn
okonid Twv ZnapTiaTwv NoAITwv. O Tponog {wng Toug dnUIoupynOnKe HECWw CUAAOYIKNG dpaaongc,
METAEU AAwVv pEow TNG nieong and Toucg (PTWXOTEPOUG =napTiatec. H opiAia 6a avTiTayOei
gniong oTnv kabiepwuevn anoywn o1 n {wr TwV ZNApTIATOV EAEYXOTAV OTEVA Anod TO KPATOG.
AvTiBeTa, 6a unooTnpixOei OTI 0 ZNAPTIATIKOG Biog NTAV CUYKPITIKG dvapxog Kai OTI N €niBOAN
TWV KOIVWOVIK®OV KAVOVWV £EAPTIOTAV Ot PeydAo BaBud and Tov atuno €AeyxXo ano Toug idioug
TOUC NOAITEG. TEAog, €oTmidlovTacg OTO MNOIKIAO (PACHA TwV OMAdWV KAl TWV CUYKEVTPWOEWV
(koivwviar) OTIC onoieG OouppeTeixav ol InapTidteg, Oa unooTnpixBoluv Ta €ENG: a) n
KabnuepivoTnTa TOUG ATav noAU diagoponoinuevn B) N NOAAANAOTATA QUTWV TWV KOIVWVIOV
0dnynoe og pia S1axuon TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU €AEYXOU, Kal Y) o auTopuBuildpevoG XapakTnpac
NOAAWV KOIVWVIOV NAPEIXE OTOUGC MOAITEG, 101aiTEpA OTOUC MAoUCIOUG, TOo NePIBwpIo va
dlapgopPwaoouy, N akdoun kal va aAAa€ouv, Tov XapakThpa Tng onapTiaTikng {wnc.

Bloypagiko: O Stephen Hodkinson €ival opdTigog kabnynTng apxaiag ioTopiag ato MNavenioTrnyio
Tou Nottingham kai enimigog di1euBuvTrhg Tou KévTpou ZnapTiaTikwv Kal [eAonovvnoiakwy
Znoudwv. Eival ouyypa@&ag noAAanAwv PHEAETWV yia Tn ONApTIATIKR KOIVWVia Kal Tn ouyxpovn
npocAnwn Tng, 1d1aitepa To IdiokTnoia kai nAoutoc ornv apxaia Zndptn (2004). Qg
ouvdlopyavwTng Tou International Sparta Seminar, €xel ekdwoel apkeToUG oUAAOYIKOUG TOHOUG,
METAEU Twv onoiwv Bpiokovtal Ta Sparta: Comparative Approaches (2009) kai Sparta in
Modern Thought (2012). 'HTav eniong 10Ttopikdc oUPBouAog yia To graphic novel Three (Image
Comics 2014) Tou Kieron Gillen, nou diadpapaTifeTal oTn =NApTn TOU TETAPTOU diwvd. To 2010
TOU anovepundnke n 1810TNTA TOU €NiTIHOU dNUOTN TNG ouyXpovng ZndpTng yia Tn cUPBOAR Tou
oTnv naykoouia katavonon Tng apxaiag =naptng.



